“Man the bars. . heave round”

At the graduation exercise on 3 June
4989, Alumni President, Bruce G. Kreeg-
er, presented the Distinguished Alumnus
Award to Superintendent Captain Robert
W. Matthies, Jr. The following is a repro-
duction of President Kreeger's speech.
Ladies and Gentlemen . . . Honored
Guests . . . the Class of 1989.

Our Distinguished Alumnus today is
the Fifteenth Alumnus to be so honored
and the first from the class of 1967. Per-
haps you wonder why the Association
would want to make a presentation at this
ceremony?

The answer is that the Alumni Asso-
ciation feels that each graduating class
and its parents, families and friends
would want to share with us the pride we
have for one of our former graduates. The
award is given in recognition of an indi-
vidual who has reached a high level of
success in a given field.

In the introduction of the annual in-
ductee, it is traditional for the President
of the Alumni Association to use a quote
from the yearbook, and so I quote from
Trident 1967. “As Treasurer of our class,

~~Bob Matthies counted every penny. He
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did a great job on
keeping our finances
in the black.”

Bob was active in
campus life in a varie-
ty of ways. He was a
Company~ Command-
er and Cadet Lieuten-
ant; he was on the Var-
sity Rifle Team for
four years, President
of the Cotillion Club,
Secretary of the Dra-
matics Club, and a
member of the Trident
staff and of the
Monogram Club, as
well as a participant of
Inter Company foot-
ball, basketball and
softball. He was also
Secretary/Treasurer of
his class. The class
prophecy states, “Bob will never let you
get away without collecting the Alumni
dues.” His ambition of being involved in
hotel administration is not so far removed
from the way he manages the Old Pine
Beach Inn, better known today as Admi-
ral Farragut Academy.

Superintendent Of
Admiral Farragut Academy
CAPT Robert Matthies, Jr., A.F.A.
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Address Correction Requested Permit No. 1
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Our 1989 Distin-
guished Alumnus
graduated Admiral
Farragut Academy in
1967; However, he
neverreally left, as he
was actively involved
in the Alumni Associ-
ation as Class Trustee
with a continuing
giving record for
every year since he
graduated.

He attended Mon-
mouth College where
he received his B.S.
and M.S. degrees in
Education, and began
his teaching career at
Brick High School as a
teacher of Business
Education and Ac-
counting.

He became interested in community
affairs in Seaside Park, New Jersey where
he resided for many years. He served as an
Officer of the Tri-Boro First Aid Squad,
and as a Board of Education President and
Borough Councilman.

As Bob was preparing to take over

the Presidency of the Alumni Associa-
tion, he was tapped to take over the
Headmastership at Admiral Farragut
Academy, and did so on January 1, 1979.
As the Academy’s first Superintendent
with a degree in Education, he brought
Farragut to new heights which we see
around us today. The many dedicated
hours of hard work were rewarded by
members of our community, both outside
and inside the Farragut family.

Bob was our homecoming honoree in
1982. In 1983, he received the Distin-
guished Service Award from the Toms
River Jaycees. In 1984, he was chosen as
one of the “The Outstanding Young Citi-
zens of New Jersey.” In 1985, he became
President of The Ocean County Principals’
Association. In 1987, he was appointed
Chairperson of the Middle States Associa-
tion visiting team for the Phelps School
Evaluation in Malvern, Pennsylvania and
next fall will chair the visiting committee
atNew York Military Academy.

He is presently the Legislative Com-
mittee Chairperson of the New Jersey As-
sociation of Independent Schools, as well
as the President of the Cum Laude Socie-
ty, Farragut Chapter. Recently, he was in-

Continued on page 4

Admiral Farragut Academy Proudly Announces
The Dedication Of Russell Hall And Guy Lobby

CAPT William Kable Russell

On September 25, 1988. The Admiral
Farragut Academy’s Board of Trustees re-
dedicated Russell Hall in honor of one of its
founding fathers, Captain W. K. Russell
AFA and dedicated the Guy Lobby in hon-
orof one of its great teachers and former Di-
rector of Admissions, Dr. Frank S. Guy.

Captain Richard Wheeler, then Head-
master of our southern campus, gave the
tribute which in summary honors these fine
gentlemen who gave so many years of dedi-
cated serviceto the Academy.

The AFA Alumni Association Presi-
dent, Bruce G. Kreeger ’74 presented the
Alumni Resolutions honoring CAPT Rus-
sell; the AFA Parents’ Association Presi-
dent, Dr. Steve Vanna presented the Par-
ents’ Resolution.

Captain Robert W. Matthies, Jr., then
Headmaster of our northern campus, gave
the dedication address for Captain Russell.
Itis summarized asfollows:

Captain William Kable Russell was
born in the superintendent’s quarters at
Staunton Military Academy in Staunton,
Va, and was steeped in the military board-

ing school tradition. He graduated from '

Staunton in 1927 as First Cadet Captain, at-
tended the University of Virginia and Dick-
erson College and graduated from Wharton
School of Finance, University of Pennsyl-
vania with a degree in business administra-
tion and finance. Captain Russell’s
strengthinlife has beenin the field of finan-
cial management, and Admiral Farragut
Academy is a visible testimony to his great
ability.

He was one of the founders of the
Academy and has served as treasurer and fi-
nancial officer since the school was estab-
lishedin 1933. He wasfirstelected asa trus-
tee in 1939 and became President of the
Board of Trustees in 1954, a position he
stillholds today.

The Alumni and the Parents’ Associa-
tion, by unanimous resolution, recom-
mended that this great man, who is the one
responsible for Admiral Farragut Academy
being in existence, be given the highest of
honors by renaming the original building of
Admiral Farragut in his perpetual honor.
The Board of Trustees by unanimous vote
atthe fall meeting 1987 acted on the Alum-
ni and Parents’ Association resolutions to
rename Farragut Hall as Russell Hall.

Thus, today on Sunday the twenty-fifth
of September, nineteen hundred eighty-
eight, the Farragut community is proud to
dedicate this historic building in honor of
our leader as he starts his fifty-sixth year at
the Academy. Lethis name on this building
inspire all for long and dedicated service to
the Admiral Farragut Academy.

Mrs. Evangeline C. Dodge, the wife of
deceased Captain Raven Orwell Dodge,
Headmaster Emeritus gave the Dedication
of the Lobby of Farragut Hall to the Memo-
ry of Dr. Frank Shaw Guy. The following is
acopyofthe speech:
Captain Matthies,
Friends of Farragut:

Good Afternoon!

In spite of the lack of cooperation from
the weatherman, it is still a good afternoon.
A good afternoon to the memory of Dr.
Frank Shaw Guy.

Dr. Guy was born in Philadelphia on
April 7,1906. He attended St. Joseph’s Pre-
paratory School in Philadelphia for two
years, then moved to Little Rock, Arkan-
sas, where he attended Little Rock High
School, graduating in 1926. In 1930 he re-

Honored Guests,

Front view of the main building at Admiral Farragut North — Russell Hall — View

Jfrom the Capstan to Russell Hall.

ceived his B.A. from Little Rock College.
He then entered Catholic University of
America in Washington, D.C. In 1932 he
received his M.A. from this institution and
in 1934 his PH.D. He later did graduate
work in Education at the University of
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.

Before coming to Admiral Farragut he
taught in Morris Preparatory School, Little
Rock, Arkansas, Little Rock College and
the University of Arkansas.

He is the author of numerous articles
on History, Politics, and the then current so-
cial and world events which appeared in
The Guardian, Dictionary of American Bi-
ography, The Social Studies, Washington
NewsDigest,and The New York Times.

Dr. Guy was an accomplished speaker.

Continued on page 14 )



Dear Commander Pitch:

It was a pleasure to receive a copy of
- the Dec. 88 Capstan. By weight alone,
it’s the finest school paper I’ve ever
seen! Even foran “old grad” it contained
a wealth of interesting information
about the academy and personalities,
past, present, and future. I congratulate
you and your staff for its thorough com-
pilation and excellent publication. Keep
itup!

The reason I wanted to write this let-
ter was that I was highly impressed by =
the article on CAPT Norm Reinhard. It -
brought back some of my most vivid
memories, thinking of this powerful,
larger-than-life man whose singular
purpose was to see boys well-educated
and given sufficient sense of personal worth and discipline to cross the threshold of man-
hood and move onward.

Although I attended AFA only two years, I still sometimes remember CAPT Reinhard
and his unmistakable style: a direct, strong bluntness which, atthe least contemplation, only
thinly concealed a profound intellect, a great, kind spirit, and an abiding concern for his
charges. All of us. From beginning to end. The man understood the concept of “responsibili-
ty toothers;” he wasa “steward” in the nicest sense of the word.

I see his picture in the Capstan and remember his indoctrination briefing, in the chapel,
fornew cadets. Even then, his crewcut was pretty gray and his face showed the inevitable ag-
ing caused by concern for his charges (and, unknown to all of us, his own infirmities).Ican’t
remember the exact words, but a career in the US Navy reminds me of Norm Reinhard when
Ithink of words which I paraphrase from Admiral HymanRickover:

Know your men; Know their jobs; Check on them; Follow-up; Follow-through; Be con-
sistent.

To us mere boys, the essence of those concepts, unambiguously stated by CAPT Rein-
hard, meant only a little, because we were too immature to understand them. Only the pas-
sage of years would show us their truths. The basic message, however, was clear.

But to CAPT Reinhard their meaning undoubtably meant a lot. I am sure he ascribed to
then, even if he did not express them literally. He was trying to inculcate tough traits in us —
by his show of moral strength, by his forceful presentation of a candid, insightful philoso-
phy, by his very presence. I think we did not understand that at the time. But we were awed
by his dynamism; and by the power of his leadership.

Now I can look back over a little time and I see the wisdom. In over twenty-two years in
the US Navy, which Admiral Farragut Academy prepared me to perceive, if not understand
(that came later),  have moved from cadet to ensign; from greenest of the green division of-
ficers to commanding officer; from overseas duty in places far from home to the meat-
grinder of staff duty in my own headquarters; from ship’s company in an aircraft carrier, nu-
clear fast-attack submarines, a guided missile cruiser, to the Organization of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff; and, now, to represent my country toa major foreign ally — I see Norm Reinhard’s
mind at work; and I think I understand his mission.

It is good that now there is an AFA dormitory in his name. I lived in that building for
two years and think “Reinhard Memorial Hall” sounds better than what it was before. ‘Du-
Pont’ reminded one more of chemicals and paint than an early US naval hero! Where the
students live is where they study and learn. It is where learners succeed — and sometimes
fail. It is a haven for their bodies, but more for their minds. It is good that the building re-
members an impressive educator and humanist.

1 always enjoy coming back to AFA when time and duty permit, but feel this letter will
have to suffice for the moment. I just wanted to pass along a thought or two about what I re-
call of CAPT Norm Reinhard and what I believe he did for Farragut. Future generations of

CDR Michael A. Pitch
Alumni Secretary

A Y

LGEN Scott Visits AFA

LGEN William W. Scott, Jr. USA (Ret.) was the reviewing officer of the
day during Spring Parade. LGEN Scott is the Executive Director of the Associ-
ation of Military Schools of the U.S. From 1981 to 1986 LGEN Scott held the
position of Superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, New
York where he received his B.S. Degree in 1948. Scott received his M.S. in
Mechanical Engineering in 1960 from the University of Southern California.

Shown together at a reception in the Superintendents home after the Spring
Parade areLGEN William W. Scott, his wife Dusty, Bonnie and CAPT Robert
W. Matthies, Jr.

cadets will remember him, because his name on a building renders certainimmortality. That
is good, because in our affluent society, teachers suffer great injustice in the larger fabric of
society; we demand so much of our offspring, yet give so little to their teachers to prepare
them for life. CAPT Reinhard obviously did not let that hinder his quest. I, and my brother
Tim, aredirectbeneficiaries of his concern.

Admiral Farragut Academy is well known and well-respected. CAPT Norm Reinhard
helped make it that way. I am proud to have served under him and to have known him. In my
memory his image is permanent. His contributions to my personal success — and happi-
ness — has been significent.

Sincerely and respectfully,
CAPT Steven C. Myers, USN, AFA '64
Dear Commander Pitch:

Tam proud to say that Iknew both Craig Piatt ’87 and Michael Sabarese *87 and that they
both were my friends. Their deaths came as areal shock to me. My sincerestregards goout to
their parents. I know that they will be missed by everyone that knew them. I would like to
contribute to the “In memory of fund” and am enclosing acheck. I am sure that all the money
collected will be put towards a good cause, perhaps a scholarship in their names.

Please keep in contact,Iam eager to hear of any progress in this matter.

Sincerely,

Mark Lipman 86

2424 North Grand Ave., AptD.
Covina, California91724

The Academy Mourns
A Former Headmaster

CAPT Norman C. Farnlof, AFA
Headmaster 1973 - 1976

(Note: The following letter to Mrs. F arnlof from CAPT Matthies is re-printed here for
Your information.)

ADMIRAL FARRAGUT ACADEMY

ON TOMS RIVER /

PINE BEACH /  NEW JERSEY 08741-1299

18 April 1988

Mrs. Norman C. Farnlof
47 Church Lane
North Kingston, Rhode Island 02852

Dear Mrs. Farnlof

With great sadness, the Admiral Farragut Academy community
learned of the death of your husband, Norman.

I did not have the privilege of serv1ng here personally with
Norman, but his perxods of service at Admiral Farragut are
well remembered and respected in the history of the Academy.
He served with distinction as Head of the Junior School,
1954-1958, and left to become Headmaster of West Nottingham.
Captain Dodge thought so highly of Norman, that he chose him
as his hand picked successor for Headmaster when he retired
in 1973.

Norman Farnlof is particularly remembered at Farragut as a
man who cared, and he showed the same concern for people
from board chairman to the 1lowest dishwasher. He made all
who served him feel as an equal member of his team.

Please accept the deepest sympathy from Admiral Farragut
Academy to you and your family on your great loss. I have
had full memorial honors rendered by the Corps of Cadets anc
ordered that the Academy's national flag be flown at
half-mast from Monday, 18 April, until sundown on Wednesday,
20 April, the day of interment, in keeping with the Navy
tradition of tribute in mourning for the passing of
important persons.

With my personal sympathy, I remain

Sl handd N

Robert W. Matthies, Jr. '
Captain, AFA
Headmaster
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The Gallery of Great Teachers

The Great Teacher Recognition program is a reality. The teachers of the past elect-
ed to the GALLERY were the late Cedric Lewis, Mathematics, Mr. Alfred Lesser,
Science, and Mr. William Kelly, English; and retired teachers Mr. David Elms and
Mr. Gabriel Daniel. The addition of LCDR Rudolph Snyder, Junior School Teacher,
deceased in ’83 and LCDR Dayton O’Newton, Music and Science Teacher in 88-89
brings the total to seven. We still want nominations from the alumni, but remember
they must be teachers not administrators. The administration of the past are already
honored by having buildings and rooms named for them. Beautifully prepared pic-
tures showing classroom action have been hung in the memorial lobby of Shepard
Hall. For the information of all alumni, the criteria for the election of a past teacher
to the Gallery of Great Teachers was approved by the Farragut Chapter of the Cum
Laude Society at the spring meeting in May 1986.

Clause a: To be elected to the Gallery of Great Teachers, a man should have spent
a great part of his career at Farragut in a teaching, not administrative capacity.

Clause b: There really is no way a formal list of qualifications for a Great Teacher
can be established, a Great Teacher establishes himself. Normally, he should be re-
tired from Farragut.

Clause c: Nominees for election to the Gallery of Great Teachers will be by poll of
the entire alumni.

Clause d: Election of a past teacher to the Gallery of Great Teachers will be by
unanimous vote of the on-board membership.

The Cum Laude Society plans to hold an election of past teachers for admission
to the GALLERY OF GREAT TEACHERS annually at the spring meeting. As the
nominations are to come from the alumni at large, please fill out any nominations
you may have who fit the approved criteria.

GREAT TEACHER NOMINATION

I would like to nominate the following teachers of the past for
election to the Gallery of Great Teachers:

Signed: Class:
Address:
Retun this form to the Headmasters office, Admiral Farragut

Academy, Pine Beach, N.J. 08741.
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Admiral Farragut Receives $40,000
®
Gift For Computer Room
Admiral Farragut Academy recently received an  its annual fund and marine museum.
individual gift of $40,000 to help equip the schools Captain Robert W. Matthies, Jr., Superintendent
cadet computer room. The gift was given by Frank  states that Mr. Wendt’s generosity and commitment
P. Wendt, a graduate of the class of 1942. Mr.  to Admiral Farragut Academy is well known in the
Wendt is the retired Chairman of the Board of John  school community. This latest donation will permit
Nuveen & Company, one of the nation’s largest  us to move much more rapidly to complete this pro-
Bond houses. He presently resides with his wife,  ject. It should ensure a complete computer program
Barbara in Southport, Connecticut. Mr. Wendt has by the opening of the *89-"90 school year. . A _
remained active in Academy affairs since his gradua- We are very thankful that Frank continues to en- CAPT Robert W. Maithies Troand Erank P
tion and has been a consistent and generous donor to  sure the future of our educational program. Wendt '42 inspect the new computer equipment.
\ S

From The Desk Of

Director Of Naval Science

“The weather started getting rough,

the tiny ship was tossed,

if it wasn’t for the courage of the fearless crew
The MINNOW would be lost,
the MINNOW would be lost.”

excerpt from Gilligan’ s Island (Title theme song)

Few things strike more fear in a sailor’s
heart than a catastrophe at sea. During the
Vietnam era there were major fires aboard
three of our aircraft carriers: the ORISKA-
NY, FORRESTAL and ENTERPRISE.
Hundreds of lives were lost, not to action
with the enemy but to carelessness, negli-
gence and failure to comply with pre-
scribed safety standard. Increased empha-
sis on training in fire fighting and damage
control techniques and procedures fol-
lowed and continue to this day. One of the
navy’s finest training facilities is the Dam-
age Control Training Center located in the
Philadelphia Naval Shipyard. Recently a
group of our cadets was afforded the op-
portunity to participate in a damage control
training evolution. The exercise consisted
of a full day of classroom instruction,
hands-on training and, as a finale, a session
on board the USS BUTTERCUP, a mock-
up that requires a thorough knowledge of
damage control procedures, quick re-
sponse to rapidly deteriorating conditions
and teamwork. Simulated mine explo-
sions, torpedo hits, ruptured fire lines and
loss of electricity are but a few of the prob-
lems which must be solved to keep BUT-
TERCUP afloat. If the BUTTERCUP in-
cures a seven degree list, it is time to
abandon ship. 95% of first-time crews
(Fleet Navy) are not able to keep her from
sinking. Yet, sparked by dedication, deter-
mination, enthusiasm, outstanding leader-
ship and teamwork and an (as yet) unful-
filled lure of free pizza, our cadets saved
USS BUTTERCUP while allowing only
four degrees of list. WELL DONE! Previ-
ously, another group of cadets boarded the
USS CLIFTON SPRAGUE (FFG-16) for
two days and nights of operations at sea.
The SPRAGUE, a guided missile frigate, is

Jeffry Guerrero ’87 — Thanks to a note
and a picture of Jeff sent to us by Mrs.
Walter Guerrero, we were able to keep up
with three 1987 Alumni — Jeff is now out
of his “Plebe” year and in his 3rd year at
the US Naval Academy. He is doing well
and still in touch with his buddies from
AF.A., Rodney Ward "87 and Joe Rehak
’87. Best of luck to all three of you!

4

LCDR Joseph L. Rossi
USN (Ret.)

about 450 feet long and is powered by two
turbo fan engines similar to those ina jumbo
jet (Boeing 747). It has amazing accelera-
tion/deceleration characteristics (from 30
knots to a dead stop in 1.5 times its own
length). As each cadet went aboard, he was
assigned a ship’s crew “buddy.” They ate
together, worked together, stood watch to-
gether, etc. The ship carried out a variety
of at-sea evolutions in which our cadets
participated (not watched), such as Special
Sea and Anchor detail, Man Overboard
drills, General Quarters, Engineering Cas-
valty drills, Combat Information Center
and Bridge Watches. They manned the
helm, took the conn, operated radar and so-
nar, cleaned engine filters, rescued Oscar
(Man Overboard) and got their “Sea
Legs.” The seniors were also invited to
have dinner with the Commanding Offi-
cer. This trip was an educational opportu-
nity of a “different” kind that was thor-
oughly enjoyed by all.

These unique opportunities are afforded
us by the U.S. Navy because they support
us and our ideals as we support them in our
mission and structure. They are opportuni-
ties that only a handful of students across
the nation are able to enjoy. They are op-
portunities that our cadets will talk about
for years and remember for a lifetime.

& D

CDR Michael A. Pitch

Alumni Secretary
And Editor

(201) 349-0957

The CAPSTAN is published in the
interest of the Admiral Farragut
Academyandits alumni, parentsand
friends.
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Academy Presents
MacArthur Award

The Naval Science Department of Ad-
miral Farragut Academy is proud to an-
nounce that The Douglas MacArthur
Award was presented to Cadet First Class-
man Vincent A. Latchford by CAPT
Graner, USA of the Military Academy
Preparatory School at Ft. Monmouth,
New Jersey, at an early morning ceremo-
ny on 13 February 1989.

The Douglas MacArthur Award is giv-
en to an outstanding cadet of the Associa-
tion of Military Colleges and Schools. The
criterion for the award is the most soldier-
ly performance by a senior class cadet, in-
cluding academics, athletics, and leader-
ship in accordance with detailed standards
developed by each institution.

At Admiral Farragut Academy, Cadet
Latchford has been a four year starter for
the varsity basketball team, sports editor
of the school Galleon newspaper, a mem-
ber of the chapel and booster clubs, and
a junior instructor of science and Span-
ish. Scholastically, he ranks in the top
ten percent of his class and has received
numerous faculty and headmaster awards
for academics.

Away from the Academy, Cadet Latch-
ford holds an Eagle Scout Award with Sil-
ver Palm, and is currently a candidate for
the Antartic Scientific Program sponsored
by the Boy Scouts of America and the Na-
tional Science Foundation. He is also a
certified tournament soccer referee in
New Jersey.

As recipient of this most prestigious
award, Cadet Latchford received an en-
graved full scale replica of the medal
struck by Congress in 1962 honering Gen-
eral of the Army Douglas MacArthur, a
MacArthur cadet uniform emblem, a U.S.
Savings Bond, and “Reminiscences” by
Douglas MacArthur.

The honored Admiral Farragut Acade-
my cadet is the son of Mr. and Mrs Vincent

Headmaster COL Charles Harrington USAF (Ret.) presents the '89 MacArthur Award

Latchford, Sr., East View Drive, Brick,
New Jersey. Cadet Latchford’s brother
Erich is a Third Classman at A.F.A.
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Sedses

o
Is Farragut In
Your Will?

For further information,
please call or write:

CDR Michael A. Pitch
Public Relations Officer
Admiral Farragut Academy
Pine Beach, NJ 08741
or call (201) 349-0957

Distinguished Alumnus
Continued from page 1

vited to serve on the Board of Directors
of the Monmouth Ocean Development
Council.

As Farragut grew stronger during his
tenure, Bob also grew with the Academy.
In 1984, he was elected to the Board of
Trustees, and in 1987 he became the first
Vice President. On February 1, 1989, he
was elected Superintendent of both Farra-
gut North and South campuses.

His wife, Bonnie is a teacher at Brick
High School and presently serves as
Chairperson of the Business Education
Department. Bob’s parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Robert W. Matthies, Sr., are present to-
day to share with him in this honor.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Honored
Guests, and the Class of 1989, I now
present Captain Robert W. Matthies, Jr.,
class of 1967, the Alumni Association’s
selection for its highest honor—The Dis-
tinguished Alumnus 1989.

to Cadet First Classman Vincent A. Latchford.































































