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To: All My Fellow Alumni
and Friends of Farragut

Topic: LINKUP 1991

As we near the end of our 1991 ‘LINKUP” campaign, | urge you
to contribute NOW. | know your interest is sincere in supporting
your Alma Mater; however, support means financial support as
well. It is important to know what your donations achieve and
where the money is spent. Did I B N
you know that one out of every 3 . \\\\\\
cadets receives some sort of L
financial assistance? Are you
aware that our modern computer
lab is the result of the generosity
of an Alumnus? There is not a
building, a classroom or even the
grounds themselves that have
not been subsidized in some
manner by your gifts. .. and they
are truly appreciated.

To date, we have received $175,344 for AFA North and $23,604
for AFA South. These are substantial amounts, but well below our
total of last year. Now is the time to make out that check and get
your tax credit for this year before it is too late.

In a few weeks “LINKUP" will sponsor a phonathon for those
who are not on the '91 list, a final push for this year's campaign.
When your classmate, a cadet, a parent, or a member of the
Academy calls, we trust you will respond positively.

A final statement on giving, today, by Roger Craver — “Alumni
support is a financial way of showing love — the greatest
motivation for giving".
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CAPT Robert W. Matthies, Jr. '67
Superinentdent

OCC ALUMNI ASSOC.
HONORS MATTHIES

Capt. Robert Matthies, Jr., Superintendent of Admiral Farragut
Academy was among those honored for their service and
contributions to the OCC Alumni Association and Ocean County
College community.

Capt. Matthies received his bachelor’s degree from Monmouth
College in 1971 and served as president of Alpha Phi Omega
Fraternity. He taught at Brick High School until 1979 ,when he was
offered the Headmaster position at Admiral Farragut Academy. He
was the first alumnus of the Academy to serve in that position.

Capt. Matthies is the past president of the Republican
Organization of Seaside Park, the Seaside Park Board of
Education, and the Ocean County Secondary Principals Asso-
ciation. He is a life member of the Tri-Boro First Aid Squad, and
was named one of N.J.'s ten outstanding young citizens by the
N.J. Jaycees.

CAPT Matthies with members of the OCC Alumni Assoc.

FARRAGUT ACADEMY GIFTED WITH $100,000 DONATION

REPRINTED FROM THE ASBURY PARK PRESS, SEPTEMBER 29, 1991

John J. Pomerantz '51, Chairman of the Board at the corporate
headquarters of Leslie Fay Companies, N.Y. City, and a Farragut
alumnus, presented a certificate for 5,100 shares of the Leslie Fay
Company stock, currently valued at over $100,000, to AFA
Superintendent Captain Robert W. Matthies, Jr. and Director of
Academy Advancement, Commander Michael A. Pitch.

Mr. Pomerantz has specifically requested his donation be used
for programs to benefit the female cadets at Admiral Farragut
Academy.

This fall, the female dormitory on campus was renamed
Pomerantz Hall in ceremonies as part of the annual Homecoming.
Mr. Pomerantz was invited as the honored guest to assist with the
dedication.

“We are extremely grateful to John Pomerantz for his
contribution to Admiral Farragut Academy,” Capt. Matthies said.
“He has consistently been a loyal supporter, and we thank him for
this leadership gift to the annual fund.”

In 1990, female applicants were admitted to the academy for the
first time. Farragut officials have been pleased with their success
and at the present time 11 female cadets are enrolled.

John Pomerantz graduated in 1951, and received Farragut’'s Dis-
tinguished Alumnus Award. He is currently serving as the 1991
Chairman of LINKUP, Farragut’s annual fundraising campaign.

He has been Chairman of the Board of the Leslie Fay Companies
since 1986. The Leslie Fay Companies, with women’s wear sales of
over $680 million per year, include Albert Nipon, Head, Brecken-
ridge sportswear and designs by Mary Ann Restivo.

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Pomerantz (right), New York, on steps of
Pomerantz Hall at Admiral Farragut Academy, Pine Beach, with
Captain Robert W. Matthies Jr. (left), school superintendent and
Franklin H. Berry Jr., Toms River, chairman of the academy’s board of
trustees.



DAVID YOHO 68 — CONVOCATION 1990

After an embarrassingly long introduction outlining my accomplishments at
AFA and afterwards, | ask you all would you like to have someone say all those
wonderful things about you someday?

There were three items left out ofthe intro and they were the worst 3 incidents
which took place at AFA, and 3 of which | was not proud. But, | learned more
from those 3 mistakes than all my accomplishments.

| wanted to become Battalion Commander. | had everything going formeas a
Staff Ensign in my Junior year. They gave the position to my friend, Geoff
Rabila, because Geoff was a better role model; | didn't always set a good
example.

I learned that great leaders aren't always those with the most talent but are
always positive examples of what they ask others to do. Following this lesson
has earned me the right to be held up as a role model Today, | earn a living being
a successful example for others.

The second incident seemed cataclysmic at the time. | was a first team All
State Lineman for Stan Slaby. | became quite ill in August 1967 and, one day
before football camp started, | learned | had mononucleosis, and would not play
my senior year. This was devastating. | can plainly say even now, 23 years later,
that except for my wife and children, playing football for Stan Slaby, Bob Hunt
and Admiral Farragut this was next in importance. | allowed this to affect me
negatively in many ways. After all, it wasn’t my grades, my relationships, and my
zest for life. | learned that life isn't fair and that bad things happen to everyone.

What counts is your attitude toward the negatives and how you choose to deal
with them. Today, | earn a living solving other people’s problems. But what's
more important, I've realized happiness doensn’t come to you, it's something
you create everyday. And you never “get there”, it's not a goal.

The third incident was my taking advantage, physically, of other cadets. |
allowed my frustration from not playing football to manifest in pushing, shoving
and confronting others. The Academy sent me a strong signal by taking away
my command of the Second Company and reducing me to Battalion Adj.
Without football, my goals revolved around the Second Company's winning the
colors.

No Battalion Commander, no football, no Second Company Commander. |
was not only frustrated, | had a relapse or mononucleosis and | felt humiliated. |
learned that great leaders used things and loved people. Great leaders don't take
advantage of others, physically, mentally or emotionally.

Those were the worst 3 incidents at Farragut but they became the best
learning experiences of my life. | used those lessons to build asuccessful career
and a happy life. | remind each of you that our value isn't measured by the sum
total of our mistakes, but how we deal with them. | continue to make mistakes, so
will you. | asked you to evaluate negative incidents and mistakes to determine
how you would act next time. Perhaps my story. will help.

Remember! Great leaders are positive role models, they don't dwell on bad
luck, they adapt. And great leaders trust and respect others at all times.

In closing, | say perkaps you won't make the same mistakes | did but
remember; people who avoid mistakes rarely attempt anything worthwhile.

Please learn from my story. And someday, you'll stand right here or
someplace like this and you'll tell your story. And you'll understand when | say
“this moment is one of the highlights of my life.”

LT(jg) Jomo Maple '91, CPO Christopher Thompson '91 and CPO Kurt Well '92
stand proud awaiting the awarding of rank.

Captain Robert W. Matthies, Jr., convocation speaker David
Yoho '68, and newly appointed Battalion Commander
Bradley D. Moses '91.

Captain Matthies congratulates Brian Fullerton '92 on his
rank of Ensign, Band Company while David Yoho '68 and
Colonle Harrington look on.

Battalion Commander Bradley D. Moses '91 shakes hands
with Cadet Christopher Henderson '92.



