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It was CAPT Kleins wish that this abstract be dedicated to Frank P. Wendt, class
of 1942, a generous benefactor and steadfast supporter of the museum.
Unfortunately, CAPT Klein passed away before this history was printed, bound
and published. | am sure, however, he would have been immensely pleased
with the fruit of his efforts. It represents, indeed, a tremendous dedication of

time in the pursuit of accuracy with clarity, a trade mark itself, of his own
personal habits.

It is with deep appreciation that the Academy accepts this sixty year history, a

recording of its most important events as chronicled by CAPT. Klein and,
pursuant to his wish, this abstract is dedicated to:

FRANK P. WENDT '42
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THE MISSION

With the conviction that the duty of the School is far
greater than that of merely imparting knowledge to youthful
minds. Admiral Farragut Academy seeks to develop in each
Cadet those qualities that go toward making a worthwhile
citizen. Each graduate must have a thorough knowledge of
the ground work of the arts and sciences, and at the same
time must be a gentleman imbued with honor, moral courage,
uprightness, and truth: and one who has deep and everlasting

love for God, country, and home.

This Academy is dedicated to Admiral David Glasgow Farragut.
May his spirit, sense of duty, loyalty, industry, and courage,

guide and direct the course and action of every Cadet.

Written by:
Admiral 8.8. Robison, USN (Retired)
Superintendent
Admiral Farragut Academy
April 1933



FORWARD

The original edition of the ABSTRACT, SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN

E S ACADEMY NE BEA
1933-1986 was prepared and published based on four years of source

research 1933-1986. This is the first up-date and the revision
covers the period 1933-1993~- "THE FIRST SIXTY YEARS OF THE ACADEMY"
1993 which brings the "HISTORY" through the first sixty years of
operation. In the future 10 year up-dates should be sufficient.

Pursuant to a directive from the Headmaster, the Commandant’s
office has been preparing and submitting to the Board of Trustees,
annually, an ABSTRACT which covers in detail the operation for the
current year. This up-date was made using these ABSTRACTS so
little research was necessary.

The only special credit I wish to make is to Mrs. Camille
Gudzak for her dedication and accurate work in preparing the annual
ABSTRACT for the commandant and for assistance to me in preparation
of this manuscript.

Respectfully

FREDERICK N. KLEIN, JR.
CAPTAIN US NAVY-RETIRED
CURATOR
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ABSTRACT
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN THE HISTORY

OF
ADMIRAL FARRAGUT ACADEMY 1933-1993

S8PRING 1933 The Admiral Farragut Academy Foundation, a non-
profit development corporation was formed. The principals in
this corporation were Captain Fred C. Patten, US Army National
Guard, long experienced in independent school operation as he

had helped LT General Boher establish Valley Forge Military
Academy in 1928 and then served at the now defunct Wenonah
Military Academy from 1932 until it closed in 1935. Brigadier
General Cyrus 8. Radford, US Marine Corps (Retired), a
distinguished marine Officer, who had recently retired after a
long tour as Commanding General of the Marine Corps Quartermaster
Depot, Philadelphia. Admiral Ssamuel 8. Robison, US Navy (Retired),
distinguished naval officer and recently retired as Superintendent
of the US Naval Academy. Mr. W. Kable Russell, of the Girard
Trust Company, Philadelphia, was steeped in the private school
tradition as he was the grandson the founder of Staunton Military
Academy and the son of Colonel Thomas Russell, the Superintendent
of Staunton Military Academy and was born and raised on the Academy
campus. He graduated from Staunton Military Academy in 1924 as
First Captain of Cadets. Mr. Charles Glendenning, Director of the
Private School Division of the N.W. Ayres and Sons Advertising
Agency, Philadelphia, and Jacob Reed’s Sons, Philadelphia, Uniform

Manufacturers.



The purpose of the Admiral Farragut Academy Foundation was to
raise funds for the creation of a private secondary school based on
the naval training system. There were many army oriented secondary
military academies in the country, but this school was envisioned
by Captain Patten to be the first preparatory school with naval
training. The long range plan was to establish a naval preparatory
school system on a regional nationwide basis, Northeast, Gulf
Coast, and Great Lakes Regions. The directors reasoned that the
first school should be located in the populous Northeast, closely
located to New York and Philadelphia.

Thus the corporation began searching for a site on the water
in the Northeastern Atlantic Coast and found an ideal location on
the Toms River in New Jersey. The 20 acre site of the closed Pine
Beach Inn, Pine Beach, New Jersey, with the inn and stable
building, was available through the Potter Real Estate Agency,
Toms River. In view of the fact that the country was in the
depths of the Great Depression, the price was most attractive and
the Admiral Farragut Academy Foundation entered into an option to
buy the Sweigert property, Pine Beach, New Jersey, known as the
Pine Beach Inn. This property was actually acquired by the Admiral
Farragut Academy Foundation in June of 1933.

The Foundation now formed an interlocking operation stock
company to be know as the FARRAGUT COMPANY. The purpose of this
company was to establish and operate a private secondary school,

based on the ideals of Admiral David Glascow Farragut, whose name



was selected by Captain Patten and the other trustees for this new
Academy. The money to start the Academy was raised by sale of
common stock in the FARRAGUT COMPANY. The Admiral Farragut
Foundation now leased the Pine Beach Inn site and the buildings to
their operating subsidiary, the FARRAGUT COMPANY.

The Pine Beach Inn was renamed FARRAGUT HALL and dedicated by
Admiral Robison to the ideals and memory of Admiral David G.
Farragut, US Navy, the Union hero of the Civil War, victor at
Mobile Bay, and internationally acclaimed by the naval powers of
the world as the greatest Admiral since Admiral Lord Nelson, RN.
07-23-33 - A Certificate of Incorporation was granted by the

Secretary of State of the State of New Jersey to the
FARRAGUT COMPANY, the operating subsidiary of the
Admiral Farragut Academy Foundation, to establish and
operate a private secondary school in the State of
New Jersey. The largest stockholder was Captain Fred C.
Patten at the time of incorporation. This instrument
was signed for the State by Mr. Thomas A. Mathis,
Secretary of State, in the presence of the Board of
Managers of the FARRAGUT COMPANY:

Fred C. Patten; Jackson Lahn; Edgar C. Van Dyke;

8.8. Robison; H.E. Reice.
The trustees selected for the first year of operation
appear in the Certificate of Incorporation as follows:

S8amuel 8. Robison; Thomas A. Mathis;



C.8. Radford; Smedley D. Butler;
J. Edgar Hires: David V. Bush;
Frederick C. Patten; Jackson A. Lahn;
Edgar C. Van Dyke; E.P. Dold;
Frank R. Lackey; Joseph A.S8. Mundy
08-01-33 - Brigadier General Radford was selected President of the
FARRAGUT COMPANY and organized Admiral Farragut Academy
by establishing the following:
Office of the Superintendent
Admiral 8.8. Robison, USN (Retired),
Superintendent
Office of the Commandant of Cadets
Lieutenant Jackson Lahn, USNR, Commandant
Office of the Registrar
Captain Fred C. Patten, ANG, Registrar
Office of the Headmaster
Colonel Earl R. Closson, ANG, Headmaster
Office of Publicity
Mr. Harold E. Reice, Director
Office of Naval Instruction (Under Commandant)
Lieutenant Jackson H. Lahn, USNR, Department Head
Ensign E.E. Grimm, USNR, Executive Officer
A teaching staff was hired. Again as a positive by-
product of the Depression, many applications from
teachers were received so Admiral Robison, General

Radford, and Colonel Closson were able to screen and



select a very competent teaching staff to open the

the school. Another facet that was most beneficial to
getting this new Academy off to the right start was that
in view of limited naval appropriations, the upper third
of the US Naval Academy Class of 1933 was commissioned
and the lower two thirds were given reserve ensign
commissions and sent home to join the national ranks of
the unemployed. Admiral Robison knew many of these
reserve ensigns and was able to select the best to join
the staff. These men had just left the Naval Academy in
the proper way as a miniature naval academy. The staff
and faculty on board was nine* administrative and nine
teachers for a total of 18. (*three also taught
classes.)

09-11-33 - Admiral Farragut Academy, Pine Beach, New Jersey
opened its door with 85 cadets (10 cadets were added
during the year). (A table showing cadet on board count
each year is in Appendix XI). Considering that only two
months were available from decision to establishing the
Academy, it is incredible that so many boys were
enrolled. This was accomplished through the in-
fluential positions Admiral Robison and General Radford
had occupied in the services, and the dynamic pro-
motional and sales ability of Captain Patten. Admiral
Robison wrote a bulletin announcing the opening of the
Academy and sent it to

5



10-01-33

06~-01~-34

every living active and retired officer of the US Navy
and Marine Corps as carried in the Navy Register, of
the rank of Lieutenant Commander (Major) and above. In
August, Cyrus 8. Radford, Jr. was the first cadet
formally enrolled in Admiral Farragut. (He went on to
graduate from USNA in 1941 and was killed in an aviation
accident as a Lieutenant Commander in 1947).

The entire operation was housed in Farragut Hall, Of-
fices, Sick Bay, Classrooms and Cadet Living Quarters.
Cadet Robert 8. Crane was appointed Battalion Commander
with rank of Cadet Lieutenant.

A Band was organized and Captain Patten, the Registrar,
collaterally acted as Bandmaster.

The Athletic Program was organized and football, basket-
ball, track and baseball teams were fielded the first
year. Tennis, rifle, sailing and rowing were much in
evidence. The first Athletic Director and football
coach was Mr. P. J. Fahas.

The Pine Beach Inn stable was torn down and on the
foundation, construction was started on building a
gymnasium, auditorium, foul weather parade complex
(Clark Hall).

The first event of June Week was the dedication of the
newly completed gymnasium. It was dedicated to the
memory of Rear Admiral Charles Clark, USNA, 1863, and



06-02-34 ~

06-03-34 ~

one of the best known naval officers of the Spanish
American War. He was the Commanding Officer of the
battleship USS Oregon in its "dash around the Horn"
from Bremerton, Washington to Santiago Bay to join
Admiral Sampson’s fleet in the destruction of Spanish
Admiral Cevera’s fleet to bring victory to the United
States in the War. His two daughters married Admiral
Robison and Admiral Hughes, classmates in USNA Class
of 1888. Admiral Hughes was a volunteer assistant and
close advisor to Admiral Robison in the founding of the
Academy. Rear Admiral Clark’s two daughters worked
closely with their husbands in the developing years of
the Academy and were instrumental in encouraging the
establishment of the Athletic Program.

The Baccalaureate for the Class of 1934 was held at
2000, Saturday in Clark Hall. The Reverend C. H.
Dickens (ChC). USN (Retired) was guest Clergyman and
delivered the sermon.

Commencement Exercises for the Class of 1934 were held
in Clark Hall at 1000. The address was delivered by
Lieutenant Commander Charles E. Rosendahl, USN,
Commanding Officer, Naval Air Station, Lakehurst, New
Jersey. There were 32 members of the Class of ’34,

17 received diplomas and 15 received certificates of

graduation. The Valedictorian of the Class of 1934



was Robert Standlee Crane. The Salutatorian of the
class of 1934 waé Richard Thomas Cloonan.

08-06-34 - Informal Admiral Farragut Alumni Association formed with
the reunion of the classes of 1934 in the Berkeley-
Cartaret Hotel in Asbury Park, New Jersey on 8 September
1934. This informal "reunion committee" functioned
until a formal Alumni Association was formed at a
later date.

08-31-34 - The Academy launched a capital fund-raising campaign to
build a large classroom, dormitory, office complex.

09-01-34 - Lower School established, Mr. Rudolph Synder was ap-
pointed Head of the Lower School with the rank of
Lieutenant Commander, AFA. Mr. S8nyder had been teaching
since 1899, and had just completed 17 years as Lower
School Head at WENONAH MILITARY ACADEMY, Pennsylvania.
He was to remain at Farragut for 23 years until he re-
tired in 1957.

09-10-34 - School Year 1934-35, opened with 102 cadets onboard
count. Alfred Lincoln Brassel was appointed Battalion
Commander with the rank of Cadet Lieutenant. Staff
and faculty onboard were nine administrators and 13
teachers for a total of 22.

09-30-34 - Ensign E.E. Grimm, USNR, was recalled to active duty

and resigned. Lieutenant (Junior grade) P.A. Niles

USCG (Retired), relieved as Executive Officer,



06-01-35 -

Department of Naval Instruction.

First Alumni Day held at the Academy with the reunion
of the graduates of the Class of 1934.

Baccalaureate held in Clark Hall. Guest Clergyman was

Reverend C. H. Dickens (ChC) USN (Retired).

06-02-35 = Commencement held in Clark Hall. Commencement Speaker:

08-31-35 =~

09-09-35 =~

05-31-36 -

The Honorable Harold G. Hoffman, Governor of New Jersey.
There were 43 members of the Class of 1935, 15 received
diplomas, 25 certificates of course completion. The
Valedictorian of the Class of 1935 was Cyrus 8. Radford.
The Salutatorian of the Class of 1935 was Alfred
Lincoln Brassel.

Mr. P.J. Fahas resigned as Athletic Director and foot-
ball coach and was relieved by Mr. F. Goebel (acting).
School Year 1935-36 opened with 130 cadets onboard.
Cyrus Suggs Radford (post graduate) in the Naval
Academy Prep-Class was appointed Battalion Commander
with the rank of Lieutenant. Staff and faculty onboard
were nine administrators and 13 teachers for a total
of 22.

The classroom, office, dormitory, was completed and
dedicated at 1600, Sunday, 31 may 1936 as THE

ADMIRAL SAMUEL FRANCIS DUPONT MEMORIAL HALL. the
Headmaster, Colonel E.R. Closson was in charge of the

ceremony and Admiral 8.8. Robison was the principal



06-06-36 =~

06-07-36 =~

06-30-36 -

speaker. The dedication tablet was unveiled by
Master Samuel Francis Dupont III. His father

Mr. T. Ernest DuPont was present.

Admiral Robison selected the name DuPont for this
major complex because Admiral DuPont had been the
architect of the Naval Strategic and Tactical Plans
for the Union Navy’s significant contribution to
the Union victory in the Civil War. (General Lee
said: "General Grant has been my adversary, but the
Union Navy has been my enemy.")

Baccalaureate held in Clark Hall. Guest Clergyman,
the Reverend Frank H. Lash (ChC), USN.

Commencement held in Clark Hall. Doctor Christian
Gouss, PHd, MD, LMD, Dean of College, Princeton
University was the Commencement Speaker. There
were 27 members of the Class of 1936, 3 received
diplomas and 24 received certificates of course
completion. The Valedictorian of the Class of 1936
was Harry Canavan Harvey. The Salutatorian of the
Class of 1936 was James Montgomery MacDonnell.
Lieutenant (Junior grade) P.A. Niles, USCG (Retired)
resigned to join the staff of the newly established
Admiral Billard Academy, New London, Connecticut.
Ensign M.D. Mill, USNR, relieved as Executive Officer

of the Department of Naval Instruction.

10



08-31-36 -~

09-07-36 =~

05-31-37 =~

Mr. Joseph Stanczyk was appointed Athletic Director
and football coach. He was commissioned Lieutenant,
AFA. When Admiral Robison made the decision to work
with the U.S. Naval Academy Athletic Association as a
football preparatory school he said this could only be
done with a good professional football coach. He then
asked the Naval Academy Athletic Association to re-
commend a coach. Rip Miller and Piggy Jones of the USNA
Athletic Association nominated Joe S8tanczyk who was a
football great at Columbia University. He held an AB
and MA in Physical Education from Columbia and had been
Captain of Columbia’s famous 1930 championship team.
After graduation he had remained at Columbia for six
years as an assistant football coach under Columbia’s
fabulous coach, Lew Little. Lieutenant Stanczyk coached
seven teams at Farragut and this the period when
Farragut was a football power among prep schools.
School Year 1936-37 opened with 190 cadets onboard.
The Battalion Commander was Cadet Lieutenant William
H. Pellett. sStaff and faculty onboard were 11
administrators and 15 teachers for a total of 26.
Plaque in Memory of Admiral Charles Francis Hughes,
USN was dedicated in the Foyer of DuPont Hall by
Captain Chester W. Nimitz, USN. In addition to the

plaque, there was a framed letter from Secretary of

11



06-01-37 =~

09-01-37 =

the Navy, Josephus Daniels, to Admiral Robison
praising the naval career of Admiral Hughes. B8ecretary
Daniels, Admirals Robison and Hughes were classmates
in USNA Class of 1888, Admiral Hughes had been a
volunteer advisor to Admiral Farragut Academy.
Baccalaureate was held in Clark Hall. The Reverend
Frank H. Lash (ChC), USN, was the guest Clergyman.
Commencement was held in Clark Hall. Commencement
Speaker was Captain Chester W. Nimitz, USN, Assistant
Chief, Bureau of Navigation. Later to become Fleet
Admiral Nimitz, the Commander-in-Chief Pacific Fleet
and Pacific Ocean Area. He was recognized as the
most outstanding operational Admiral of World War II
and the greatest US Navy Admiral since Admiral Farragut
in the Civil War. There were 53 members in the Class
of 1937, 10 received diplomas and 43 received
certificates of course completion. The Valedictorian
of the Class of 1937 was Daniel Clark McKay. The
Salutatorian of the Class of 1937 was Edwin S8itgraves
Mallory.

Smoke Park was established. It had an attractive roof

over the area when it was opened.

09-13-37 = School Year 1937-38 opened with 192 cadets onboard. The

Battalion Commander with the rank of Cadet Lieutenant

Commander was Howard L. Stone. The staff and faculty

12































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































