Admiral Farragut Academy, Pine Beach, NJ
1933-1994

The Original Mission statement for Admiral Farragut Academy in Pine Beach, NJ. ..

With the conviction that the duty of the School 1s far greater than that of merely imparting knowledge to youthful minds, Admuiral
Farragut Academy seeks to develop m each Cadet those qualities that go foward makmg a worthwhile citizen. Each graduate must
have a thorough knowledge of the ground work of the arts and sciences and at the same time, must be a gentleman imbued with
honor, moral courage, uprightness, and truth: and one who has deep and everlasting love for God, Country. and Home.

This Academy 1s dedicated to Admiral David Glasgow Farragut. May his spinit, sense of duty, loyalty, industry, and courage, guide
and direct the course and action of every Cadet.

The vision was to create a private secondary school based on the Naval Trammg System. There were many Army oriented
secondary military academies in the country but this school was envisioned by Captain Patten to be the first preparatory school with
Naval Traimnmg. The long-range plan was to establish a Naval preparatory school system on a regional nationwide basis, Northeast,
Gulf Coast, and Great Lakes regions. The founders reasoned that the first school should be located in the populous Northeast.
closely located to New York and Philadelphia.

Thus, the founders began searching for a site on the water in the Northeastern Atlantic

- Coast and found an 1deal location on the Toms River in New Jersey. The 20-acre site of
the closed Pine Beach Inn. Pine Beach, New Jersey, the inn and stable buildings were
acquured.
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" 4 The Pine Beach Inn was renamed FARRAGUT HALL and dedicated by Admiral

g LA Robison to the ideals and memory of Admiral David G. Farragut US Navy, the first

L admiral of the US Navy, hero of the Civil War, victor at Mobile Bay, and

- u—mr*"—‘-"" ultmnannually acclaimed by the Naval Powers of the world as the greatest Admuiral
B i since Admiral Lord Nelson of the Royal Navy.
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The first academic year, 1933-1934, the entire school was housed i Farragut Hall including
offices, sick bay. classrooms, and Cadet living quarters. The athletic program was organized,
and Football, Basketball, Track and Baseball teams were fielded 1n the first year. The school
opened 1ts doors with 85 Cadets (10 Cadets were added during the school year). Considering
only two months were available from the decision to establish the Academy. 1t’s incredible that
so many boys were enrolled. This was accomplished through the influential positions Admiral
Robison and General Radford had occupied in the services and the dynamic promotional ability
of Captam Patten. Admiral Robison wrote a bulletin announcing the openmmg of the Academy
and sent it to every living active and retired officer of the US Navy and Marine Corps as carried
in the Navy Register, of the rank of Lieutenant Commander (Major) and above. In August,
Cyrus B. Radford Jr. was the first Cadet formally enrolled in Admiral Farragut Academy. He went on to graduate from the United
States Naval Academy 1n 1941 and was killed m an aviation accident as a Lieutenant Commander in 1947.

Taken from the 1933 Admiral Farragut Academy Guide: the tuition for that school year was $1000.00 which mcluded tuition and
extra instruction; all dormitory and dining hall expenses; all uniforms and equipment; tailloring, barber, and laundry; shoe repairs; all
medical treatments and semi-annual medical and dental exammations; all textbooks, stationary and Academy publications; use of
laboratories, athletic facilities and equipment; lectures and entertainment; the Academy certificate and diploma. The Academy
promoted that “There were no contingent items connected with the Cadet’s traming which are mncluded m the charge as indicated.
There are no extras so parents can budget their son’s schooling expense without being confronted by a continual flow of petty bills
for miscellaneous 1items not mentioned at the time of enrollment™.

€ The Pine Beach Inn stable was torn down and on the existing A e

™. . foundation construction was started on a gymnasunn auditorium and "‘# W e
g * | foul weather parade complex. June Week in 1934 was the dedication —[EEoESusE ST

ceremony of the newly completed gymnasium, CLARK HALL. It was @ Seaes

dedicated to the memory of Rear Admiral Charles Clark, USNA 1863. & ¥l

and one of the best-known Naval Officers of the Spanish American



In May of 1936 Dupont Hall was dedicated to serve as classroom, additional dormitories, and office space. This was positioned on
the south side of the property with room to expand. 12 years later in 1948, an addition of an auditormum and chapel were added to
this building. And again 1n 1969 another addition to this building which was the Dupont Hall annex. The annex was a modern
building with six classrooms on the first deck, four fully equipped science lab suites on the second deck, and a 10,000 book library
utilizmg the entire upper deck. It would become the central hub of the school.

In June 1937, Captain Chester W Nimitz, Assistant Chief, Bureau of Navigation, was the Commencement speaker at Admiral
Farragut Academy’s graduation ceremonies. This in the same person who rose to the rank of 5-star Admiral and won the war in the
Pacific for the United Stated Navy during World War II. With the coming of the First World War, Nimitz was given the rank of
Commander and served as the chief of Staff to Admiral Samuel S. Robison, Commander of the Atlantic Submarine Force and
founder of Admiral Farragut Academy in Pme Beach, New Jersey. Later in 1926, Nimitz again served as Chief of Staff for Admuiral
Robison when Robison was named Commander in Chief, US Battle Fleet and commanded all US Naval Forces. From this time
forward, Nimitz and Robison became best of friends and Admiral Robison was a lifelong mentor to Nimitz.

On May 31% 1941 the ceremony for the laying of the cornerstone of the new gymnasium was held.

7 months later, the new gymnasium and athletic complex was completed and dedicated. The
building was dedicated in honor of Admiral Samuel S. Robison, USN ret., one of the founders and
first supermtendent of Admiral Farragut Academy. The ceremony was conducted at 1400 hours on
48 Sunday December 7% 1941. During the dedication ceremony, word was received on the east coast of
- = the United States of the Japanese sneak attack on Pearl Harbor. The Academy on the banks on the
Toms River would not be the same for the next 4 years.
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On November 27, 1941 Admiral Farragut Academy was designated a Naval Honor School. This was a significant milestone in the
development of Admiral Farragut Academy. Active duty personnel were assigned to the academy from 1940 to 1966. Once the
Naval Junior Reserve Officers Traming Corps (NJROTC) Law was implemented, active-duty Naval personnel were no longer
assigned to the school although the Honor School Academy appointments to the Service Academies remained in effect. The Naval
Homnor School continued to exist with the NJROTC Program until the school closed in 1994.

On 30 June, 1946 a Naval Reserve Surface Division was established by the United States Navy

and stationed at Admiral Farragut Academy. The Academy leased to the Navy office space and

the division conducted its drills in Robison Hall. Admiral Farragut Academy acquired two

significant benefits from the Naval Reserve Unit bemg stationed on the Campus. First, Cadets

could enlist m the Division and become eligible for the Secretary of the Navy appomtments to
. -4 the United States Naval Academy. Second, the U.S. Navy stationed a 165 foot LCI

@ (hull number 538) at the Academy as a training ship for the Reserve Division. The ship also

served as a platform for afloat tfrainmg for Naval Honor School Cadets. Additionally, the U.S.

Navy funded the rewoik of the waterfront and mstalled a large dock and pier to accommodate

am the LCI.

In September of 1943, The Board of Trustees of Admiral Farragut Academy in Pine
Beach decided that a special Sick Bay building should be built. Since the building was
being built while the United States was 1n a state of war, a priority for construction
was required from the War Production Admmaistration. This building was designated
as the alternate Capitol of New Jersey in the Civil Defense Plan for World War II and
continued to serve in this capacity throughout the Cold War. On June 30%, 1944, less
than one month after the allied D-Day landings at Normandy, the new sick bay \ .
building was completed. The building was named Radford Hall in honor of Brigadier IS
General Cyrus S. Radford USMC (ret.), one of the founders of Admiral Farragut '
Academy, President of the Farragut Company and currently serving as Superintendent M=
of the Academy. et

In December 1956, the Farragut Manne Museum was established by Captain Crosley, Director of Naval Science. Captain Crosley’s
purpose m establishing the museum was to ispire the cadet’s interests i the heritage of the sea, the military, and the Academy. The
original museum was located 1n a space between the Naval Science Office and the Canteen in Farragut Hall. Later, the museum
moved fo 1ts permanent location m the lower level of Farragut Hall.
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1 On October 23, 1960, the need for a cadet activities building was presented
to the Parents Association. While the Activities building was under

4 construction, Commander Alan B. Shepard Jr., USN (AFA 41, USNA "44),
on May 5" 1961, became the first American in Space and the first United

== States Astronaut. This new building would be named in his honor, as he was
# now beyond doubt, Admiral Farragut Academy’s most famous Alumnus.

= Artifacts from this famous accomplishment were on display in the museum
— until the school closed m 1994.

-- | On May 13" 1962, Shepard Hall was completed and officially dedicated.
This was one of the most significant ceremonies ever held at the Admuiral Farragut Academy and over 2000 people were 1n
attendance. Commander Shepard had planned to be present and deliver the dedication address, but he was unable to leave his crucial
duties at Pomt Arguello, Califomia where he was downrange capsule communicator for the orbital flight. In his place, his wife,
Louise attended and read the speech he had prepared for the occasion. Louise Shepard was graciously received and endeared herself
to the Academy forever. Mrs. Shepard said i her speech that 1t was at Admiral Farragut Academy that Alan “found the discipline
and Education™ that helped him through the United States Naval Academy.”

—
=

“gm July 1% 1965, the outdoor swimming pool, located just south of Shepard Hall, was completed and
§ opened with camp that summer. For many years the school provided a summer camp program that
S was extremely well attended.

May 30™ 1966, the Baseball field was dedicated. The conversion of the vacant lot at the comer of
Radnor and Hillside mto a first-class baseball field mcluding bleachers, backstop, and fencing was
- another objective of the Parents Association.

In a formal ceremony on April 26", 1970, The Farragut Marine Museum expansion was
presented by the Alumni Association to the Academy. Captain Frederick N. Klem Jr., the
Curator, designed and modeled the renovated museum after the “tween deck of a sailing frigate
with mspiration from the construction of the main dinmg room of the New York Yacht Club.
There was a great loss of historical artifacts when the museum closed 1 1994.

111111
- P .
F - ._l' g

Jene. 1956 after 98 years on the official Naval register, the Academy received as a gift from the
- company disassemblmg the ship, the Fo’c’sle Capstan and Hogshead. It had been m storage at
. the Academy for many years awaiting funds to properly display the historic ships capstan. The
sl HARTFORD Capstan was dedicated as a memorial to the late Commander Behrens, father of
= Cadet Behrens, on May 16, 1971 at the Spring Parents Day. The display was designed by
B Captain Klein, Curator of the Farragut Maritime Museum, and the Capstan majestically graced
the front lawn of Farragut Hall and formed the entrance to the museum.

The school year beginnmg 1 September 1968 brought new change to AFA. For the first time Day students were allowed to enroll
and attend daily without the boarding experience. This was contrary to the original concept of Farragut being an all-boarding private
independent prep school.

The Commencement Ceremony on June 2", 1984 was the 50th anniversary of the first graduating class, the class of 1934. The
ceremony was the concluding major event in the year-long celebration of the Academy’s 50™ Anniversary. All living members of
the Class of 1934 were awarded 50-year special diplomas. This significant Commencement Ceremony was held in Robison Hall and
the guest speaker was the first woman ever to deliver the commencement address at Admiral Farragut Academy, Rear Admuiral
Grace M. Hopper. Admiral Hopper was the oldest officer on active duty at the age of 78. She was largely responsible for bringing
the Navy and the nation mto the large-scale digital computer world; and she helped develop COBOL., the most used computer
language at the time. She captivated the audience with her feisty personality.

B n 1989 the first female Cadets entered AFA, they were admitted second semester as day
students.




it One of the few remnants left from the
original days of Admuiral Farragut
Academy, 1s the field now called “Coach
Stan Slaby” field. This field for the entire
.. cxistence of the school was used as a A
@ football field, intermural sports field, and I -
was our parade grounds for the weekly :
% Sunday parades.

So far we've just covered the brick and mortar of Admiral Farragut Academy but not the Cadets who called Pme Beach home durmg
their tenure at AFA The school was 1n existence from 1933 -1994 and graduated approximately 4200 students. The military
environment and academic requirements were at time very intense, but these young men and woman prevailed and have contributed
to society serving m their communities, the military, professionals, and busmesses throughout the world.

Many hundred military officers served in the armed forces after graduating Farragut, with thirteen of the them achieving Flag and
General Officer ranks 1n the United States Military.

A few famous alumni, First Astronaut in space, RADM Alan Shepard graduated m 1941, and actor Lorenzo Lamas was a graduate
of the class of 1975.

The first female Cadet to enroll was Megan McClung. Megan graduated AFA, went to Annapolis, and achieved the rank of Major in
the Marme Corps. Major Megan McClung was the first female graduate of Farragut and the Naval Academy to be killed i action m
Iraq as a IED destroyed the Humvee she was driving 1n.

In addition, there were 32 AFA Pine Beach graduates that have made the ultimate sacrifice during thew service in WWII, Korea.
Vietnam, and Operation Iraqi Freedom. These brave souls walked the grounds of Pine Beach proudly and gave their service to our
great Country. See their stonies at www.afapba.org/virtual-war-memorial.html

Faced with declining enrollment in military schools nationwide, and the maintenance required of the aging facilities, it was not a
financially sound decision to contnue functioning as a school. In 1994 the board of directors of the school decided to shut the doors.
Sadly after 60 years, the class of 1994 was the last graduatmg class to walk for their distinguished diplomas.

Today the Alumni Association of Admiral Farragut Academy Pine Beach 1s very much alive and well. Admiral Farragut Academy
Pine Beach Association www.afapba.org still host reunions and visits Pine Beach very often. We have had some great memories

conductmg a military flag ceremony at Vista Point, dedicating the “rock™ in memory of our beloved school, donating the plaques at
Farragut Pomt, and the plaque naming the now soccer fields after our beloved “Coach™ Stan Slaby.

Through the many years the Borough and residents of Pine Beach have remained our dear friends, we still refer to Pine Beach as our
home away from home. You will very frequently see grown adults, most times with tears in their eyes, wandering the streets and
grounds of our hollowed former campus reflecting on our time at AFA 1 Pine Beach. Admiral Farragut Academy and Pine Beach
had a profound positive effect on our young lives that continues through today.

During our flag ceremony’s at Vista Park, you will hear us old Alumni smging our alma mater (to the Elvis tune “love me tender™)
which goes like this:

Here beneath the tow’ermg pmes by the river blue, Farragut will ever stand, Alma Mater true. Hail to thee, hail to thee, glory be
thine own, high the silver and the blue, ever will be flown! Our bonds are still very strong as 1s our love for Pine Beach.

On behalf of those 4200 Farragut alumni of AFA Pine Beach, we wish Pine Beach a very Happy 100" Anniversary, and our best
wishes as you embark on your next 100 years!

Bravo Zulu Pine Beach!

Article courtesy of www.AFAPBA.org

Credits to the AFA Historical Abstract as recorded by CAPT. Frederick N. Klein (USN Ret.) WWII & Korea - AFA Administrator
6/30/1913 - 11/3/1993

4



r_l&'rnu

MIDLAND AVE.
Y Lk
7
I r“ﬂ-_l rTZ__u: L
L 9 1 1B 3 li.sdlo
"% === el 2
L - . | |« 7
e el k
_HILLE_LEI AvE. _

BUHLER

DIAGRAM OF THE CAMPUS

FARRAGUT HALL

Director of Admuissions
Director of Finance
Public Relations

Alumni Office

Cadet Store

Tailor Shop

Dining Room

Reception Rooms

Naval Science Classrooms
Deck 100 and 200

Naval Science Office
Marine Museum

CLARK HALL

Auxiliary Gymnasium
Deck 700

DuPONT HALL AND ANNEX

Director of Activities
Officer of the Day
Academic Classrooms
Study Hall

Science [aboratories
Decks 300, 400 and 500
[Library

[Language Laboratory

4. ACADEMIC HEADQUARTERS

Headmaster
can of Students

3.

10.
'L,
12
13.
14.
195,
16.
17.
18.
19.

ROBISON HALL

Gymnasium

Physical Education

Rifle Range and Armory
Stage

Radford Hall (Sick Bay)

Athletic Field and Parade
Grounds

Stadium

Shepard Hall
Post Office

Canteen
Barber Shop
Guest l.ounge
Music Dept.

Game Room
Memorial Lobby

Extra-Curricular Club Building
Chapel-Auditorium

Parking Areas

Tennis Courts

Formation Area

Drill and Athletic Field
Warehouse

Boathouse
Docks
Baseball Field
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Admiral Farragut Academy

Pine Beach Alumni Association

www.AFAPBA.org

Congratulations to Pine Beach New Jersey

100th Year Anniversary!

AFAPBA Mission: To continue the Brotherhood and Fellowship amongst the
Alumni of Admiral Farragut Academy, Pine Beach, NJ
and to preserve the history, memories and traditions of the Academy

that once stood tall on the banks of Toms River..

HONOR - PRIDE - TRADITION - BROTHERHOOD

Tradition Never Graduates!

THE ADMIRAL FARRAGUT ACADEMY PINE BEACH ASSOCIATION IS IN NO WAY RELATED TO OR ASSOCIATED WITH THE
ADMIRAL FARRAGUT ACADEMY IN ST. PERERSBURG, FL.



